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Rather than an author study, you will be doing a “study”/research report on an “average” person, over the age of 30.  Interview a person, who you admire.  The interview should be audio recorded; you will want to go back and review answers.  You are required to have permission, before audio recording anyone, ever.  Thank you.  The interview should be held in one session.  One follow-up conversation, to clarify answers, may be needed.  You should have between ten and twenty, pre-identified questions.  Feel free to improvise; yet, you should still maintain a large sample of  questions.  You must address a minimum of two conflicts/obstacles that stood in the interviewee’s way.  Our goal is to understand the parallels, between the autobiography of Frederik Douglass and the parallels of our own “passion”, while interacting with our family or community.  The research report is not about “conflict”; yet, conflict is often a catalyst for success or regression.

Once the data has been recorded, you will identify your thesis (angle), as well as your motifs and theme.  Consider how you want the “person” to be characterized.  Use appropriate juxtaposition, direct and indirect characterization/descriptors.  Determine if the setting can be used as a “character” to highlight/foil the person.  You may organize chronologically, sequentially, by comparison OR contrast, or cause and effect.  Organization is important to your grade.  Please embed your quotes and cite your source.  Please include ethos/allusions/parallels.  The report will be two pages maximum, with standard font and spacing.
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